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Kennedys Feel It Wa 

' ” By BILL BURRUS 

3 

Oswald 


Part Se ™ llz ^ tl0n ° f hls forthcoming book, ‘‘The Death of a President ” ° 

b ~ of 

Robert F. Kennedy on June ***“*” 

29, 1964 — while he was Attor- 

ney General and before the 
Warren Commission labeled 
Oswald as the sole killer— told . 
a student group in Krakow, 

Poland: 


“There is no question that 
he did it on his own and by 
himself." 

And after the criticisms of 
the findings of the Warren Com- 
mission and the numerous art- 
icles and books that suggested 
that Oswald may have. had an 
accomplice, Kennedy still feels 
the way he did then. 

Manchester in his account of 
the assassination says most of 
the hunters in the motorcade 
identified Oswalds s h o t s im- 
mediately as rifle fire. But the 
Secret Service agents, he said, 
were not used to the sound of 
shots echoing between buildings 
and five of them thought they 
had heard a firecracker. 
Yarborough’s Reaction 

In the car of Vice President 
Johnson, however, Texas Sen. 

! Yarborough, thought he smelled 
j gunpowder." “My God!” he 
yelled, “they’ve shot the Presi- 
i dent!” 

The President was wounded, 
out not ^fatally, by a 6.5mm bul- 


I"! 1 LIlaL entered me back of 
i ™ s ne ck, bruised his right lung 
ripped his windpipe, and exited 
at his throat, nicking the knot 
of his tie, the author said. 

Manchester said the bullet 
continuing its flight, “had passed 
through Governor Connally’s 
back, chest, right wrist and left 
thigh, although the Governor 
suffering a delayed reaction, was 
not yet aware of it.” . 

This is the sequence of wounds 
described by the Warren Com- 
mission in explaining how a 
single bullet hit Kennedy and 
Connally. 

Some dissenters have disputed 


the Warren Commission, clan 
mg Kennedy was shot in t'l 
back, well below the neck, ai 
that the bullet remained; ai 
that separate bullets then h 
Kennedy, in the throat, and Co 
nally. 

^ The lone-assassin theory hs 
hinged on the trajectory d, 
scribed by the Commissio 
since as the dissenters axgu< 
Oswald did not have time fo 
three shots. 

Manchester also seems to b 
attempting to explain Connally’ 
insistence that he wasn’t hit b 
the first bullet as due to a “de 
layed Reaction”, to his injury 

Manchester contends the X 
Continued on Page H 
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Continued from Page 3 
rays and photographs resolve 
the issue of whether a second 
assassin aided Oswald. He said 
“they were taken from every 
conceivable angle during the au- 
topsy on the President’s body. 

Robert Kennedy decided the 
material was so unsightly' it 
wouldn’t be shown to anyone, 
including qualified scholars, un- 
til 1971. The writer didn’t see 
the photos and X-rays but did 
interview, he said, three per- 
sons with special qualifications 
who examined them before they 
were put under seal at the Na- 
tonal Archives. 

He said all three [-] who did 
not know the others were in- 
terviewed [-] gave identical ac- 
counts of what they had seen 
in the photographs and X-rays. 

The X-rays show no entry 
wound below the shoulder, as 
argued by author Edward Jay 
Eipstein in his book, “Inquest,’' 
Manchester said, adding that the 
X-rays clearly show the wound 
was in the neck. 

Manchester said Secret Ser- 
vice Agent Roy Kellerman, after 
the first shot, “thought he had 
heard the President call in his 
inimitable accent, ‘My God, I’m 
hit!’ The impact of Connally’s 
wound struck him, too, and he 
pitched forward, his lap covered 


with blood. He toppled to the 
left, toward his wife. 

“Suddenly the Governor felt 
doomed,” Manchester wrote. 
“He panicked. ‘No, no, no, no, 
no” he shrieked. ‘They’re going: 
to kill us both!' 

“Jacqueline Kennedy heard -j 
him. In a daze, she wondered, j 
why is he screaming ? Already 
she had started to turn anxious- 
ly to her husband.” 

During the five seconds that 
folowed the first shot, Secret 
Service Agents Bill Green, the 
President’s driver, and Roy Kel- 
lerman had not reacted to the 
crisis, Manchester said. 

"And now it was too late,” 
Manchester said. “Spectator 
Howard Brennan, open-mouthed, 
saw Oswald take deliberate aim 
for his final shot. Crooking his 
arm, Oswald drew a fresh bead 
with his Italian rifle. His target, 
str.rtingly clear in the cross- 
hairs of his telescopic sight, 
was 88 yards away. He squeezed 
the trigger again. 

“The First Lady, in her last 
act as First Lady, leaned 
solicitously toward the Presi- 
dent, His face was quizzical. She 
had seen that expression so 
often, when he was puzzling 
over a difficult press-confer- 
ence question. Now, in a ges- 
ture of infinite grace, he raised 
his right hand, as though to 


! brush back his tousled chest- i 
nut hair. But the motion t 
faltered. The hand fell back [ 
limply. He had been reaching i 
for the top of his head. But it ' 
wasn’t there any more ...” 



